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Quiz at the OU
We like quizzes
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One of the largest VLEs in the world!

• 180,000 active users (students/staff) annually. 

• Around 450 live module websites every year. 

• Over 2,000,000 transactions per day: 

• 40,000 unique users per day 

• 170,000 forum views per day  

• 3,000 online tuition events per month 

• 650,000 quiz attempts on our module websites per year 

• 6,700,000 questions attempted over last year.

OU Moodle VLE
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We like quizzes….

All informal quizzes and formal iCMAs on module websites by academic year
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Questions attempted on modules within the last year, by question and response types



Embedded questions
Free the questions!
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The familiar
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Embed questions

This is a 
Book 

resource.



!9

How to set up
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Questions anywhere†

† Anywhere you write with 
the HTML editor. 

† Only for people 
(Teachers) with 
permission to access the 
question bank.
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How creative can you be?
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New feature: random questions
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Future enhancements

Lots of other ways you could add interaction to your courses (H5P) 

… but if you already have a question bank, this is a useful addition. 

Future plans: 

•  Randomisation. ✔ 

•  Keep student responses. 

•  … and let teachers see them. 

•  Moodle mobile app support. 

• …



StudentQuiz
Students as co-creators of their learning
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StudentQuiz

• StudentQuiz is a Community Activity by Professor Frank Koch (University of Applied 
Sciences, Rapperswil, Switzerland).  

• Personally, I define StudentQuiz as a peer-quizzing rather than a collaborative quizzing 
activity. This is simply because the literature defines the latter as where several 
students would collaborate together on a single ‘group’ response to a quiz. 

• The activity clearly aligns with Moodle’s social constructionist heart. 

• Screencast of Frank Koch introducing the activity: 
https://tube.switch.ch/videos/9f359da2 

https://tube.switch.ch/videos/9f359da2
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StudentQuiz
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StudentQuiz: the theory

• Pedagogically, the focus should not only be on creating the 
question, but also explaining the answer via detailed 
feedback. 

• Einstein: “If you can't explain it simply, you don’t  
understand it well enough”. 

• Getting students to understand a subject ‘well 
enough’ to create questions has its theoretical 
roots in the higher levels skills of Bloom’s1  

taxonomy and deep learning2. 

Nicoguaro: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bloom_taxonomy.svg 
1 Bloom (1956). 
2 Entwistle (1988); Biggs (1999), and Ramsden (2003).
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StudentQuiz
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StudentQuiz



!20

StudentQuiz

• Currently in the piloting stage at the OU:  

• Student-led exam revision areas on modules websites. 

• Languages revision on our qualification websites. 

• Brilliant for running training sessions on Moodle Quiz question authoring.  

• Some new features in the pipeline: 

• ‘Question-creation’ and ‘Quiz-taking’ phases. 

• Better moderation and administration of created questions.



It’s not just us…
The Moodle community is full of creative developers



Previous attempt at Embed question
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The two halves of Student Quiz
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Variants of a traditional quiz
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And more …
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Summary



Waiting for you in the plugins directory
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https://moodle.org/plugins
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THANK YOU!

T.J.Hunt@open.ac.uk 
Chris.Nelson@open.ac.uk

@GoTeamOU

https://medium.com/@GoTeamOU/

https://moodle.org/plugins/filter_embedquestion 
https://moodle.org/plugins/mod_studentquiz


