
Moodle: 
The Service Learning Connection

Christina Bakoyannis
Sevasti Koniossis
Middle School Teachers November 30, 2018 • MoodleMoot Greece 2018



Introductions
❖Gather in a small group of 2-3 people nearest 

you.

❖Take one minute to introduce yourselves.

❖Write down ten words that come to mind when 

you think about service learning. (2 minutes)

❖ Find one commonality between all of you on 

what you believe service learning means.



Introductions

❖ Let’s create a service learning wordle.

http://www.wordle.net/create


Service Learning 

“ … learning that actively involves students 
in a wide range of experiences, which 
often benefit others and the community, 
while also advancing the goals of a given 
curriculum.”

Service Learning, Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Washington

http://www.washington.edu/teaching/teaching-resources/engaging-students-in-learning/service-learning/


Service Learning 

A teaching method that:
❖ enables students to learn and apply academic, social, and 

personal skills to improve the community

❖ focuses on the service and learning

❖ allows for individual growth

❖ develops a lifelong ethic of service



ACS Athens Middle School United Nations Day

How might educational opportunities inspire and 
empower students to:

★ understand global & local socioeconomic and 
environmental problems? 

★ make personal connections and be inspired to 
act?

★ become architects of their own service?
★ incorporate blended learning when face to face 

time is limited?

Moodle holds the key!



Moodle: Platform for Change
Moodle provides the tools and strategies required to transform 
U.N. Day, a one day commemorative event, into a yearlong 

service learning experience despite competing academic 
demands.



The United Nations is an international organization created in 1945 and committed 
to maintaining international peace and security; developing friendly relations 
among nations; promoting social progress, better living standards, and human 
rights. 

United Nations Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN 
Charter. October 24th has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948. 

 



 Advisory Classes at ACS Athens

The Middle School is divided into 17 advisory classes of 
students. 

Students are: 

➢ grouped with other students of the same grade level.
➢ have advisory class once a week. 
➢ learn about issues related to citizenship, health, 

wellness, service learning and other social issues 
relevant to middle school students. 





Sustainable development:

Development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs





 Advisory Classes  + UN Day = Match Made in Heaven



 Sustainable Development Goals Assignments
6th Grade: Global Goals about the protection of 
the environment

7th Grade: Global Goals about poverty

8th Grade: Global Goals about equity



Sustainable Development Goals 

              6th grade

Goal 7

Goal 12

Goal 13 

Goal 14

Goal 15

7th grade

Goal 1

Goal 2

Goal 6

 Goal 16

Goal 11

Goal 8

8th grade

Goal 3

Goal 4

Goal 5

Goal 9

Goal 10





Service Learning Process



 “Service participation shows significant positive effects on 
all 11 outcome measures: academic performance (GPA, 
writing skills, critical thinking skills), values (commitment to 
activism and to promoting racial understanding), self 
efficacy, leadership (leadership activities, self-rated 
leadership ability, interpersonal skills), choice of a service 
career, and plans to participate in service after college… 
[Service Learning] adds significantly to the benefits 
associated with community service.”

Astin, Alexander W., et al. How Service Learning Affects Students. 



“[Research] found that students who were involved in service projects 
gained in terms of personal competence and social responsibility, and 
developed a more mature understanding of the people living in their 
community and the problems affecting them; they also found that 
community service programmes positively influenced students’ opinions 
of groups such as the elderly, the police and businesspeople.” 
Arenas, Alberto, et al. Civic Service through Schools: An International 
Perspective.



Pre-Service Reflection



Sharing Experiences - Sparking Motivation
UN DAY 2017 24:04 - 31:49

https://youtu.be/lunhuO3kl-E?t=1444


This is a Blended Course..

Participants engage in learning 
activities (both in-class and 

online). 

Delivery of course content will be 
enhanced by using a variety of 

resources. The instructional 
design of this blended course 

reflects the components of 
i2Flex. 

  

Blended/i2Flex Key:
F2F ->Face to Face: Traditional 
teaching

F2F/WB ->Face to Face 
Web-Based: Teacher as a guide

WB/bc ->Web-Based before class

WB/ac->Web-Based after class

 (i)-> independent learning

(ii)->inquiry-based learning

(Flex)->Flexible learning



Part 1: Identifying a Local Issue

✓ Understand the goal you have been 
assigned to and why it matters!

✓ Make connections to our 
community (Athens or Greece) and 
learn about organizations who are 
doing things to help out!

(student instructions)



Part 1a: Understanding the Goal 



Part 1b: Understanding the “Problem” 



Stepping Away from the Screens



Face-to-Face & Web-Based



Part 1b: Understanding the “Problem” 



“[T]he more radical the person is, the more fully he or she enters 
into reality so that, knowing it better, he or she can transform it. 
This individual is not afraid to confront, to listen, to see the world 
unveiled. This person is not afraid to meet the people or to enter 

into a dialogue with them. This person does not consider himself or 
herself the proprietor of history or of all people, or the liberator of 

the oppressed; but he or she does commit himself or herself, within 
history, to fight at their side.” 

― Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/41108.Paulo_Freire


Pre-Service Reflection (having understood specified goal & problem)



Last Year’s Highlight

Highlight 2017-2018:

● Rice-Drive through collaboration 
with Food Bank of Greece. 

● Guest speaker
● Rice-Drive competition

○ Winner: 68 kilos of rice 
collected!

Total amount of rice collected: 230kg 



Part 2: Create Action Plans (2018-2019)

✓ Decide on which kind of service you would like  to 
provide:
▪ Direct (face-to-face)
▪ Indirect (helping out behind the scenes)
▪ Raising awareness
▪ Research

✓  Develop an Action Plan 
▪ Must be specific and achievable this year! 
▪ Will be submitted on Moodle and posted on the 

bulletin board at the end of the day.
(student instructions)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fbb9n4ZNBw2RmtdxQhpfXUULFMBzp_N5o-Cv0w__5I8/edit


Part 2a: Connecting with Local Organizations



Part 2b: Creating Action Plans



Action Plan Criteria



SMARTer 
Action Plans



Uploading Action Plans



Part 3: Feedback on Action Plan

Dialogue 
(Moodle 
activity) can 
also be used 
for feedback.



Action Plan Feedback



Advisories will develop their Action 
Plans throughout the school year 
during advisory time and with the 
assistance of the advisor. At the end 
of the year, there will be an 
exhibition where groups will present 
the work they did and show how 
they helped meet their assigned 
Sustainable Development Goal!

Assessing Learning: Service Learning Exhibitions (2018-2019)



Roots and Shoots Extension





Username: student

Password: Moodle2018

Pleƀƒƞ ưriƓƄ 
doƖƧ ƀnƘ 
tƇoƔƠhƓƬ ƚnƃ 
suƆƠƄsƓƢoƧs ƅƎƫ 
imƏƫƎvƞƌeƧt Ǝƅ 
tƇe U.N. Day 
MoƎdƋƞ SơelƋ! We 
woƔƋƝ lƨƕe ƭƎ 
heƀƑ Ɵrƨƌ ƲoƔ! 




